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Hi Friends, 

It’s hard to believe it’s al-

most the middle of the 

summer 
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    In this issue-- 
 

 

    A few words from Sue 

    Remembering our June Workshop 

    Let’s Get Acquainted with… 

    You are BEAR-y Special (in rhyme) 

    A Picture’s Worth A Thousand Words 

 

“Let the little children 

 come to Me 

 and forbid them not,  

for of such is the 

Kingdom of Heaven.” 

 

Luke 18:16 

 

 

Helpful Websites 

 Dr. Christine Gillan Byrne & ACCN: paucearlychildhood.adventistfaith.org.  

Also check out youngchildministries.com 

 

 2012 NAD Teachers’ Convention info: nadeducation.org (education toolbar) 

Information will be added to this website throughout the year but go to it now and  submit your suggestions 

for ECE presenters. 

 

 Eco-Healthy Child Care: www.cehn.org/ehcc 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
It’s hard to believe  that already several weeks have passed since our workshop, and summer is almost 
half over. (At least by the calendar. If you go by the weather, it’s just beginning.)  I can’t find words to 
express how delighted I was to have those two days with you, and how much I learned from you! 
 
Thank you to those who have filled out the survey and sent it back. There is still time to do so. Your feed-
back is so important in reporting how valuable our time together is, and in planning future events. 
 
For those who couldn’t make the workshop, we look forward to having you with us next time. Watch for 
information regarding our next get-together as it will be part of the national Seventh-day Adventist teach-
ers’ convention (which happens every 6 years). It will be held Aug. 5-8, 2012, in Nashville, TN.  
 
I’ve included Christine’s websites below. They are filled with such rich information. She is so generous in 
sharing her knowledge and research. Her presentations were just the tip of the iceberg, as far as her in-
sight and wisdom is concerned. 
 
And did you get home with your thumb drive from  Art Blinci? Not only does it include his PowerPoint, but 
many good articles, a playground safety handbook, and some sample forms you might find useful. (For 
those unable to attend I do have a few extra. Just email me.) 
 
Hopefully you are having some much needed relaxation time. I am reminded of something Teresa Trefts 
said at our workshop--to be of value to our kids we need to take care of ourselves. So true! Be sure you 
take time for YOU. 

 
This comes with many thankyous as well as bear hugs,   

       Sue 
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REMEMBERING OUR WORKSHOP 

Who traveled the farthest:? Melissa Harriss of Dillingham, AK. (A close 2nd was Ashley 
Bailey from Palmer, AK.) 
  
32 of 42 NPUC centers/pre-K’s were represented. 
 

Over 70 people were in attendance for the two days. 
 

Three NEW soon-to-open centers  (in Mt. Vernon, WA, Chehalis, WA, and Florence, 
OR )were  represented. WELCOME and CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

The center with the largest number of staff in attendance (9) was Shelton Valley (WA) 
Christian Development Center. 
 
Comments heard or shared… 
 

 Very relevant and hot topics. 

 Thank you so much, I needed this! 

 Great presentations, all—Christine, Mr. “ARM”, center staff. 

 The highlight was hearing what other centers and schools were doing. 

 Please make it longer next time. 

 I appreciated all that Dr. Christine and Mr. Blinci shared. 

 I loved the breakout time—need more of this. 

 I really got a lot of great ideas and learned so much. 

 The showcasing of centers– was AWESOME! 

 Great accommodations, fantastic food. 

 I loved every minute but my head was swimming—just too short. 

 Wonderful but too short. 

 I liked having the meeting at our headquarters office. 

 Two days was a nice amount of time—not enough, but not too much. 

 Wonderful to meet everyone—felt a special bond. 

 
Let’s Get Acquainted With... 

 

Association for the Education of Young Children   

Upcoming Conferences 

 

NATIONAL—  November 2—5, 2011, Orlando, FL 

ALASKA—  February 2-4, 2012, Anchorage 

IDAHO— September 8, Boise  

MONTANA— October 14-15, Bozeman 

OREGON— October 14-15, Sheraton, Portland Airport 

WASHINGTON— October 27-29, Bellevue 

Born in Portland, Jennifer Siems was raised “just down the road” in Aurora, 

Oregon. It was during her high school years, working as a nanny, that she 

made her decision to head into the field of education. So after graduation 

Jennifer attended Walla Walla College (now University) and majored in ele-

mentary education. 

Jennifer is married to a tall Texan name Matthew who is part of the Coast 

Guard Reserves. They have two sons, five year old Ryan, and three and one 

half year old, Aidan. Together, they enjoy anything outdoors--especially ex-

ploring the state parks. When time allows Jennifer loves to read. 

Before moving into the area of early childhood, Jennifer taught elementary 

grades three through six in Oregon and Texas, served as principal in Texas, 

and also has done substitute teaching.  

Jennifer has just completed her second year as preschool head teacher/

director at Tualatin Valley Academy Preschool in Hillsboro, Oregon (a 

suburb of Portland) where she had fifteen students ages three through five, in a combined full day/half day program.  

Jennifer looks forward to the day when early childhood education takes on greater importance and thus better resources are 

available. (We’re with you, Jennifer!) 
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The room was all ready 

With bears in their place. 
Food warmed in the kitchen 

Ready for Grace. 
 

The chairs for the meeting 
Were lined up in each row. 

The computer was plugged in 
Already to go. 

 
The cars started coming; 

At noon they arrived. 
The crowd swelled with excitement, 

Anticipation, surprise. 
 

Registration was easy.  
Paw prints showed the way 
To eating, then meeting-- 

It was a packed day! 
 

There were breakouts and handouts 
And ice breakers too. 

(You learned more about me;  
I learned more about you!) 

 
Christine gave us info 

On three subjects, then four. 
We sneaked out for a break 
Then back quickly for more. 

 
Art Blinci presented 
How to avoid risk; 

Gave insights we needed 
That shouldn’t be missed. 

 
We showcased our centers 

And pre-K’s in schools. 
We learned lots from each other, 

Like marketing tools.  
 

Sue gave away prizes— 
Books and puzzles galore, 

Games, puppets, and crafts, 
But wait there was more— 

 

 
There were bears in our midst; 

Big, furry and tan. 
But for those who did win them, 

Well, they needed a van! 
 

Even Papa Bear (Lanny) 
Got into the act; 

Told of next year’s convention 
In Nashville—it’s FACT!  

 
(Said he’d send information 

As soon as he could. 
We all want to be there— 

It’s sure to be good!) 
 

Our night’s sleep was at Phoenix— 
The Inn. It was sweet! 

It gave us a chance 
For more people to meet. 

 
Carpets for Kids 

Gave a rug that was regal. 
It was won in a drawing 

By a center named Eagle. 
(Eagle Adventist Christian Center, Eagle, Idaho) 

 
A teddy bears’ picnic 

Helped us make some new friends 
And the lunch hosted by “supts” 

Was a great way to end. 
(Thank you, Superintendents!) 

 
Soon came the good byes. 

For all good times must end. 
Strangers no more. 

We gave bear hugs to friends. 
 

         

    MEMORIES from our  WORKSHOP -  You are BEAR-y Special! 
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